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•

TABLE 1 : BREAKDOWN OF UNHCR-REGISTERED REFUGEES BY 
NATIONALITY:

• According to the 2015 Census, Jordan hosted 1.3 million Syrians; of them, 700,000 were 
UNHCR-registered refugees as shown in Table 1.[1]  There are also 2.2 million Palestinian 
refugees registered with UNRWA.[2] 

Nationality Number of Refugees Percentage

Syria 659,593[3] 89.6%

Iraq 63,024 8.6%

Yemen 7,916 1.1%

Sudan 3,567 0.5%

Other 2,296 0.3%

Total 736,396 100%
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Taking into account UNHCR-registered refugees only, Jordan has the second highest 
refugee-per-capita ratio in the world.[4]  

Of the officially registered Syrian refugees, around 80% live in host communities and the 
remainder in camps.[5]

Around 36% of registered Syrian refugees are school-aged children.[6] 

Refugee students in Jordan can access education through one or more of the following: 
UNRWA schools, Ministry of Education (MoE) schools (in camps, single or double-shift [7] 
schools in host communities), or non-formal or informal education programs.



MINISTRY OF EDUCATION (MOE) SCHOOLS

UNRWA SCHOOLS

The nationally-led Jordan Response Plan aims to link short-term solutions with longer-
term development initiatives and policies to address the needs of those affected with the 
Syrian crisis. 
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MoE schools serve both UNRWA-registered and UNHCR-registered refugees. 

In 2015, almost one third of UNRWA-registered Palestinian refugee children were enrolled 
in MoE schools.[8] In response to the Syrian Crisis, the MoE began opening schools in camps 
and increasing double-shifts in others in 2011.[9]  In January 2017, UNICEF reported that 72% 
of registered Syrian refugee children were enrolled in formal education. [10]

Camp schools: As of March 2015, the Za’atari and Azraq camps’ school enrollment rate 
was 67%.[11]

Regular MoE schools:  By the end of the 2016-2017 school year, more than 125,000 Syrian 
refugee children were enrolled in MoE schools.[12]

Double-shift MoE schools: As of 2016-2017, around 340 MoE school buildings operated in 
two shifts during a school day,[13] receiving two separate groups of students (one in the 
morning, one in the afternoon).[14] While the majority of these schools served Jordanians, 
the MoE dedicated 200 shifts to Syrian students.[15]

In response to previous challenges with reduced instructional time,[16] the MoE increased 
lesson length and added Saturday classes in the Jordanian-Syrian double-shift schools 
in 2016.[17]
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UNRWA schools are designated for registered Palestinian refugee children and are 
operated by UNRWA. In UNRWA schools, the Jordanian national curriculum is taught in 
addition to supplementary materials on human rights.[18]

In 2014-2015, more than 116,000 students were enrolled in 175 UNRWA schools.[19]  

By 2015, UNRWA schools in Jordan had received around 1,700 Syrian refugee students 
whose families were staying in Palestinian refugee camps.[20]

According to a 2016 World Bank report, UNRWA students in Jordan performed better than 
those in public schools in Jordan in international tests (PISA and TIMSS).[21]   

Elements that significantly contributed to the success of UNRWA schools included teachers’ 
recruitment and preparedness, teaching practices, and school leadership.[22] 



NON-FORMAL AND INFORMAL EDUCATION

EDUCATION ACCESS AND QUALITY CHALLENGES

Makani, a UNICEF-led initiative, provides children and youth not accessing formal education 
with learning opportunities, training and psychological support.

•

•

Non-formal education: Jordan has one MoE-accredited non-formal program for out-of-
school adolescents who are not eligible to re-enter formal schooling for various reasons. 
Implemented by Questscope with a participatory learning methodology, more than 12,000 
students have participated in this program since 2003.[23] 

Informal education: In 2016-2017, more than 70,000 Syrian refugee students participated 
in informal education programs designed to help students perform better at school and 
give an education opportunity for those who cannot access formal education.[24] 

•

•

•

Despite the significant efforts of the government and several international organizations 
to improve school enrollment, challenges remain. For example, in 2016-2017 around 85,000 
officially registered Syrian refugee children were still out of school.[25] 

According to a 2016 report, lack of required documentation is a major barrier to refugee 
education.[26]   The MoE has made these processes more flexible to facilitate enrollment.[27]  

A Human Rights Watch report showed that school-related costs such as transportation 
and child-labor still prohibit some refugee students from accessing education. Moreover, 
the report mentioned that some teachers in refugee camps reported not receiving any 
training despite its importance for serving traumatized children.[28]
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